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Detailed Description Text (30) : 

Initially, a practice 120 enrolls in the system, which includes providing 
information about the practice, which may be accomplished through an enrollment 
form. Such practice information may include practice location, number of 
physicians, physician's names and specialty, number of exam rooms, number of 
patients and other general information. Further, the enrollment may collect data 
which is related to patient population characteristics and costs of care delivery, 
such as the frequent zip-codes or geographic areas of the practice's patients, 
frequent billing codes (e.g. ICD-9 billing codes) and health care insurance 
information. Also collected may be specific cost information of the practice's 
business, such as the loaded costs associated with each physician, nurse and 
support staff; costs for the floor space of the practice, or costs of malpractice 
or other insurance . 
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Brief Summary Text (5) : 

As a result of the focal change, many participants within the healthcare industry 
require rapid access to a large database of patient information about diagnosis, 
treatment, health outcomes, costs, and patient perspectives on their diagnosis, 
treatment within the context of the practice to which they belong. This information 
can be used to respond to research/practice generated questions regarding some or 
all of the following: (i) the most effective treatment for a disease or patient 
problem, (ii) regimens or methods of reducing risk and increasing adherence (iii) , 
the costs to the practice associated with therapeutic regimens, (iv) degree of 
patient satisfaction, and patient satisfaction with and adherence to regimens, (v) 
differences of (i-iv) within different practice types, specialties, or geographic 
regions. The information falls into three areas: clinical information, 
physician/patient information, practice management / cos t information, and health 
outcomes information. 

Detailed Description Text (4) : 

Knowing the a practice's health care statistics and having accessible and readable 
summary reports with statistical information about the practice may provide 
physicians with a mechanism for improving their practice, for example, reducing 
healthcare costs, increasing patient satisfaction and negotiating with managed care 
companies. For example, physicians in the system will know the precise costs of 
therapeutic regimens to the system and will be able to explain their practice's 
results in terms of a larger number of practices that have the same type of 
patients and use the same pharmaceutical regimens. Regional and national 
information may also be made available. During negotiations practices in the system 
can use this knowledge to achieve decreased costs to the practice for certain 
therapies as well as to improved compensation from the patients* insurance carrier. 
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